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its mother's breast.    I will not weaken it by disowning or de-
nouncing it or by retiring from the Congress.

I have used the word "redemption" in no offensive sense. I
have too my method of shuddhi and tabligh. It is the best the world
has yet seen. Conscious of my own ground and strength, I let the
party act upon me and influence me as much as it wilL It enables
me to know it at its best. I make no secret of my intention that
by coming under its influence, I hope to influence it in favour
of my method. If in the process, it redeems me and converts
me, all honour to it. I should then declare my conversion from the
house-top. It is shuddhi by reason appealing to reason and heart
speaking to heart. It is the non-violent method of conversion.
Let non-co-operators join forces with me. At the same time let
them remain firm in their individual conduct. If their non-co^
operation springs from love, I promise that they will convert the
Swarajists, and even if they don't succeed, they will have lost
nothing, personally. If the country is with them, the Swarajists,
if they do not follow, will naturally take a back seat. And if the
latter gain ground during the twelve months of grace, they must
be undisputed masters of the Congress, and non-co-operators
must be content to be in a minority. They may register me in
advance as one of that minority.

The problem with the students is the same. Non-co-operation
may be suspended, but schools will not be suspended. They are
an accomplished fact. They are among the best fruit of non-
co-operation. The students are therefore expected to keep the
flag flying and show to the country that they can flourish even
though the Congress may suspend the non-co-operation pro-
gramme. It is poor faith that needs fair weather for standing
firm. That alone is true faith that stands the foulest weather.

Toung India, 20-11-1924
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[Before November 21, 1924]

There is no swaraj without the spinning-wheel.
The Bombay Chronicle, 21-11-1924
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